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The Assembly of Massachusetts had written a circular letter to the legislatures of the other colonies, announcing what they had done, and what they farther intended to do. This document had met the decided reprobation of Lord Hills-borough, the newly appointed Secretary of State for the affairs of the Colonies; and he issued peremptory orders to Sir Henry Moore, forbidding it to be received and answered by the Assembly of New York. The Governor had, on the 3d November, rendered the accounts of the barrack master, relative to the expenditure of money granted for the supply of the troops; vouching for the fidelity and economy of the disbursements, and requiring further supplies. He, on the 14th, transmitted Lord Hillsborough's mandate against holding any correspondence with other colonies, and called upon the Legislature to yield compliance. A warm debate ensued, and the House conceiving that their privileges were infringed, remonstrated against the interference of the Ministry. The Governor pressed upon the Assembly the necessity of strict obedience, and threatened to dissolve them in case of resistance.
The leaders of the people sustained the House in their remonstrances, and at the same, time promulged their own opinions of the duty of the Legislature, in regard to the other obnoxious acts of the Government. " Let these truths (say they) be indelibly impressed upon our minds, that we can not be free without being secure in our property; that we can not be secure in our property, if without our consent, others may, as by right, take it away; that taxes imposed by Parliament do thus take it away; that duties, laid for the sole purpose of raising money, are taxes; that attempts to lay such, should be instantly and firmly opposed."
The people of Boston, who had so generously sympathized with New York upon the severe measures of the Government, had themselves been visited with similar inflictions. On the 14th of September, Mr. Lamb, one of the Committee of Correspondence for New York, received a letter from John